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Worldwide, over 75 million people are involuntarily childless, a devastating experience for many with
significant consequences for the social and psychological well-being of women in particular. Despite greater
levels of infertility and strong cultural meanings attached to having children, little attention has been paid
politically or academically to the needs of minority ethnic women and men. This groundbreaking volume is
the first to highlight the ways in which diverse ethnic, cultural and religious identities impact upon
understandings of technological solutions for infertility and associated treatment experiences within Western
societies. It offers a corrective to the dominance of the narratives of hegemonic groups in infertility research.
The collection begins with a discussion of fertility prevalence and access to treatment for minorities in the
West and considers some of the key methodological challenges for social research on ethnicity and
infertility. Drawing on primary research from the US, the UK, Eire, Germany, the Netherlands and Australia,
the book then turns the spotlight onto the ways in which minority status and cultural and religious mores
might impact on the experience of infertility and assisted reproductive technologies. It argues that more
equitable access to culturally competent assisted conception services should be an essential component of a
transformatory politics of infertility.
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